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Mō tātou te Taiao ko te Atawhai

Mō tātou te taiao ko te Oranga

It is for us to care for and look after the 
environment to ensure its wellbeing

In doing so we ensure our own wellbeing and that 
of our future generations

Toitū te Ao was designed by 
Raukura Gillies (NEFS).

NCEA

• EN 3 EfS Achievement Standards

•
• A sustainable future requires the development of ways of thinking and acting to meet the 

needs of the present generation without compromising the ability of future generations (of 
all living things) to meet their own needs. 

•
• A sustainable future requires consideration of:

• all four aspects of sustainability: environmental, social, cultural and economic. The 
underpinning aspect will always be the environment as all life on Earth is dependent on it. 

• Māori concepts of the environment. These concepts will vary between hapū and between iwi. 
It is expected that the local Māori community be consulted on how these concepts are to be 
expressed.

• systems thinking, that is holistic between and across healthy ecosystems, social and cultural 
structures, and economic systems.

• how ecosystem health is maintained for the protection and enhancement of biodiversity, and 
the quality of resources that ecosystems provide to support life.

• a steady state economy that consumes resources at a renewable rate and reduces 
environmental impacts and, improves human well-being and social equity.

• a fair distribution of resources and opportunities for all peoples across nations and between 
generations.

• knowledge about sustainability issues in order to make informed decisions for the future.

• attitudes and values both of ourselves and others in relation to sustainability issues. 

• personal and social responsibility for taking actions and changing behaviourthat  will 
contribute to a sustainable future.

http://efs.tki.org.nz/

Action Competence

• In education for sustainability six aspects that 
support the development of student action 
competence have been identified through 
research in New Zealand Schools. These are:

• experience 

• reflection 

• knowledge

• visions for a sustainable future

• action-taking for sustainability 

• connectedness. 

http://www.tlri.org.nz/tlri-research/research-completed/school-sector/investigating-relationship-

between-whole-school
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Framework for students developing 

action competence:

How a teacher can support their 

students to develop action 

competence:

Learning Areas

English – literacy gives students access to.... participate 
fully in the social, cultural, political and economic life 
of NZ- text purposes and audiences

The Arts- transform peoples creative ideas into 
expressive works that communicate layered meaning-
communicating and interpreting

Health and phys ed- concern for other people and the 
environment... Social justice- healthy communities and 

environments

Languages- link people  locally and globally... And play a 
role in shaping the world
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Mathematics- use situations that are drawn from a wide 
range of social, cultural, technological, health, 
environmental and economic contexts- stats

Science-use scientific knowledge and skills to make 
informed decisions about the communication 
application... as these relate to the sustainability of the 
environment- NOS, living world, planet earth and 
beyond

Social sciences -students engage critically with societal 
issues and evaluate the sustainability of alternative 
social, economic, political and environmental practices-
place and environment

Technology-students learn to critique the impact of 
technology on societies and the environment- tech 
practice

• http://www.tlri.org.nz/tlri-research/research-

completed/school-sector/investigating-

relationship-between-whole-school

• http://efs.tki.org.nz/

Despite scattered attempts to impute progress on climate change to the U.N. summit in Rio de 

Janeiro in June 2012, the consensus persists that it produced lots of gaseous talk and no 

significant action—leaving, according to one cartoonist, Rio’s statue of Christ the Redeemer 

gasping for purer air.


